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PLANTFEST!  TEASER 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

presents Allen Owings! 
Sunday, SEPT 18, 1:00-4:00 pm 

$10 Members/$15 Non-Members 

 

T 

he annual pre-sale TEASER: PLANT SURVIVORS will feature Allen Owings, Professor and Re-

search Coordinator, LSU AgCenter, Hammond Research Center at the Imo Brown Education 

Facility in the Beverly Brown Coates Auditorium at Hilltop. Allen will be showing and talking 

about 25 plants for the home garden that have been field tested and thrive in our climate.  Nestled 

in the woods six miles from the city of Hammond, the station covers about 150 acres. Today’s re-

search focus is landscape horticulture. Owings along with other scientists evaluate more than 500 

ornamental plants per year and each spring and fall release a list of Super Plants that grow well in 

all parts of Louisiana. 
 

To put the “tease” in your annual PlantFest! “pre-quel”, only one of each of the plants presented 

will be eligible for purchase. We will host a drawing to determine who gets to purchase what. The 

rules of engagement are as follows: 

 

• only Teaser registrants may participate 

• they may put their name in up to six plant hats 

• and they must be present to win their opportunity to purchase 
 

If it isn’t enough to set your horticultural barometer rising, the 60-minute post-program “walk 

about” with Allen Owings through the field of plant dreams ought to do it. Scheduled two weeks 

prior to the “main event”, this year’s Teaser will find the PlantFest! Arena already set up with 

plants in their final nestling place and their infomercial signs installed. 
 

What better occasion to start your plant list and check it twice, determining which plants will be 

naughty or nice for your landscape AND guess-timating just how many wagons and co-

conspirators you will need to achieve your gardening mission. 

  

QUESTIONS OR TO REGISTER FOR THE TEASER 

Contact: 225-767-6916 - www.lsu.edu/hilltop - hilltop@lsu.edu 

 

PLANTFEST! Proper is set for Saturday and Sunday, OCTOBER 1ST AND 2ND  
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As I am writing this message, I can only hope that you all 

are starting to recover from the unprecedented flooding 

we have just experienced. I know that many of you and 

your families have suffered major losses and it will take a 

long time to recover. Our ecosystem with our plants and 

wildlife have also been seriously impacted. We must 

strive to make this a learning 

experience and discover 

what can we do to mitigate 

our risk of flooding and 

damage in the future. 

 

From a horticultural stand-

point, this also should be-

come a learning experience. 

Each of us should be obser-

vant regarding which of our 

plants and trees survived 

this event and which did 

not. I would hope that Hill-

top will be a place to share 

our observations. We should 

become a resource for the community about where and 

what to replant. We will in the future be emphasizing 

even more the characteristics of those plants which we 

recommend and sell. 

 

This summer Hilltop experienced major damage to sev-

eral of our large trees in a thunderstorm.  Many of our ma-

ture trees are nearing the end of their lifespan.  The large 

trees that remain are more vulnerable to wind damage 

and lightning strikes. The canopy of Hilltop will be 

changing in the coming years.  We look forward to the 

help of the Robert Reich School of Landscape Architec-

ture in carrying out this process. 

 

Formosan termites have become a major problem in 

South Louisiana. Hilltop has not been spared. A number 

of trees have been infested.  Several trees have been re-

moved and multiple trees treated. Paul Orr has led this 

process. Paul recently conducted an evening seminar that 

Hilltop sponsored to help educate the community regard-

(Continued on page 8) 

FROM  THE  DESK OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

A Walk Through the Forest  
that Inspired the Hundred Acre Wood 

 

Presentation and Book Signing 

by Author Kathryn Aalto 

 

Sunday, OCT 30, 2:00-4:00 pm 

Beverly Brown Coates Auditorium 

Admission Free 

 

A special thank you to Mary Williams  

for making this program possible! 

 

Delve into the home of the world’s most beloved bear! 

The Natural World of Winnie-the-Pooh explores the 

magical landscapes where Pooh, Christopher Robin, and 

their friends live and play. The Hundred Acre Wood—the 

setting for Winnie-the-Pooh’s adventures—was inspired 

by Ashdown Forest, a wildlife haven that spans more 

than 6,000 acres in southeast England. In the pages of 

this enchanting book you can visit the ancient black wal-

nut tree on the edge of the forest that became Pooh’s 

house, go deep into the pine trees to find Poohsticks 

Bridge, and climb up to the top of the enchanted Galleons 

Lap, where Pooh says goodbye to Christopher Robin. You 

will discover how Milne's childhood connection with na-

ture and his role as a father influenced his famous sto-

ries, and how his close collaboration with illustrator E. H. 

Shepard brought those stories to life. This charming book 

also serves as a guide to the plants, animals, and places of 

the remarkable Ashdown Forest, whether you are visiting 

in person or from the comfort of your favorite armchair. 

In a delightful narrative, enriched with Shepard’s original 

illustrations, hundreds of color photographs, and Milne’s 

own words, you will rediscover your favorite characters 

and the magical place they called home. 

 

The Natural World of Winnie-the-Pooh 
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O 

n Saturday, OCT 1st and Sunday, 
OCT 2nd the Friends of Hilltop Ar-

boretum will host its 33rd PlantFest!  
Our fall plant sale celebrates three dec-
ades of masterfully collecting people 
and plants and bringing them together 
in the unique natu-
ral space that is the 
LSU Hilltop Arbore-
tum.  The sale will 
continue our annual 
celebration of plants 
by offering the larg-
est selection of na-
tives and adapted 
plants in one place, 
at one time, in the 
Gulf South.  Our 
Hodge Podge Volun-
teer Plant Selection Committee has as-
sembled a collection of plants that we 
know will thrive in your garden. 
 

Brace yourself for a botanical “all you 
can tweet” plant feast … trees, shrubs, 
perennials, vines, ferns, fruits, gingers, 
camellias, incredible edibles, ornamen-
tal grasses, and more that run the gamut 

from native and traditional to eclectic 
and electric newcomers. To spice up the 
mix, plants are imported from a diver-
sity of nurseries located in Alabama 
and, Texas, as well as Louisiana.  Well 
over 5,000 plants will be assembled 

representing 600 
different species … 
some making their 
debut at Hilltop 
this year. 
 

Landscape archi-
tects, contractors 
and designers; ar-
borists; horticul-
tural specialists; 
growers; plants 
men and women; 
Master Gardeners 

… all will be on hand to help you with 
your plant selections. Plant display vi-
gnettes that bedazzle with color, or 
speak to those who want to go native or 
attract butterflies will help you get 
growing and suggest just the right plant 
for your space. 

(Continued on page 11) 

PLANTFEST! 2016 

Celebrating Our 33rd Annual Sale 
Saturday, OCT 1 

9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Sunday, OCT 2, 
12 noon – 4:00 pm 

Volunteer for PlantFest! online at 
https://sites01.lsu.edu/wp/hilltop/volunteer/plantfest-2014-form/ 
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T 

hrough a partnership with the 

Capital Area Native Plant So-

ciety (CANPS) and the Greater Ba-

ton Rouge Louisiana Master Natu-

ralist Program (LMNGBR) we are 

proud to offer an exciting series of 

“Discover Nature” programs featur-

ing local experts that are in touch 

with nature and are eager to share 

their experiences. All programs 

will begin at 6:30pm at the Imo 

Brown Education Facility in the 

Beverly Brown Coates Auditorium 

at Hilltop.   For members of Hill-

top, CANPS and LMNGBR the fee 

is $5 per program, $10 for non-

members.  

 

 

Native Plants Attract  
Native Pollinators:  

Gardening for Butterflies 
Tuesday, September 27, 2016 

Ken Bosso 
 

As available habitats continually 

decrease for butterflies, the use of 

native plants in the home land-

scape becomes more critical. Don’t 

miss this how-to presentation on 

basic butterfly gardening, common 

butterflies you will find in your 

garden, native nectar, guide to host 

plants, and sources for native 

plants. This is a must-hear presen-

tation for those who love butter-

flies and want to attract them to 

their property. 

 

Explore Nature:  
LA Hiking Club, Bayou  

Haystackers Paddling Club  
and Paddle BR 

Tuesday, October 25, 2016 
 

Don’t miss the opportunity to learn 

more about these three outstanding 

clubs that are committed to explor-

ing nature.  The LA Hiking Club 

meets the needs of Louisiana back-

packers and hikers by offering 

classes, seminars, and educational 

resources. The Bayou Haystackers 

Paddling Club promotes the sport 

of paddling. Club members include 

canoeists and kayakers of all kind. 

Paddle BR has made great strides 

in promoting awareness of access 

to, and conditions of our local wa-

terways, with the Bayou Founda-

tion Paddle Trail being their flag-

ship project. 

The Cajun Prairie:  
A Natural History 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Malcolm Vidrine, Ph.D. 
  

The Cajun Prairie, a 2.5-million-

acre wilderness in 1600, was occu-

pied by Native Americans and the 

native prairie plants and animals. 

Today, this prairie is listed as 

“critically imperiled” by the Lou-

isiana Natural Heritage Program.  

Literally less than 100 acres re-

main in narrow strips and small 

pieces dotting the landscape. Learn 

more about a group of devoted 

prairie ecologists and enthusiasts 

who are attempting to recreate the 

Cajun Prairie as a sustainable land-

scape, a remarkable biodiversity 

garden and a tribute to our natural 

heritage. 

 

Get Connected: Naturalist  
and “Nature” Apps 

Tuesday, January 24, 2017 

Matthew Herron, BREC 
 

Living in the middle of a city can 

really wear on a person. Some-

times you need to get out into na-

ture and interact with some wild-

life to remember how beautiful our 

planet is. Of course even a day in 

the woods can be enhanced by 

your smartphone and a really good 

“Nature” App.  This informative 

talk with touch on several Apps 

that will enable you to interact 

with other animal lovers, find 

spots where people are seeing a lot 

of wildlife, and help identify flora 

and fauna.  

Discover Nature Programs 

EBR Master Gardener  
Programs 

For additional information: 

ivyplanter@yahoo.com 

 

LIBRARY SERIES 

Gardening Talks 

 

Thurs, Sept 15, 6:30-8:30 

Jones Creek Regional Library 

Topics: “Creating a Small Space Cot-

tage Garden” and “Butterfly and 

Hummingbird Plants” 

 

Thurs, September 29, 6:30-8:30 

Zachary Branch Library 

Topics: “Pass-along Plants: A South-

ern Tradition” and “Strawberry Pots: 

Not Just for Strawberries!” 

 

 

Herb Society Baton Rouge 

For additional information: 

www.hsabr.org 

 

Sept 22, 6:30pm 

Burden Center 

Holiday Decorating with  

Herbs and Botanicals 

What Our Friends 

 Are Doing 

Yes, you can! Did you know that 50% of the proceeds from the sale of items donated 

to Here Today Gone Tomorrow can be directed to Friends of Hilltop? 
 

All you have to do is bring your re-sale items to Here Today Gone Tomorrow at 

10240 Burbank Drive and mention that you would like the proceeds to be directed to 

Hilltop at account number 640. When your donated items are sold, Hilltop will re-

ceive half the proceeds! 

Clean House! Support Hilltop! 
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D 

on’t miss the bus for an overnight 

trip to destinations along the 

western and eastern shores of serene 

Mobile Bay. Bellingrath Gardens is 

the first stop for a tour of the breath-

taking November floral displays of 

cascading chrysanthemums. Unlike 

Spring, where Mother Nature is re-

sponsible for the floral beauty the 

visitors admire, the horticultural staff 

works over fourteen months to create 

the displays that go from greenhouse 

cuttings to floral displays throughout 

the Gardens.  Native to the Orient, 

this type of mum is used because of 

its vigorous growth and freely branch-

ing character.  Bellingrath’s head gar-

dener Chuck Owens has put together 

a program and video for us that will 

reveal the process by which they grow 

and create the chrysanthemum dis-

plays for the garden, and of course 

answer questions you may have. 

 

After lunch at Bellingrath’s Magnolia 

Café off we go for a scenic drive to 

Mobile Botanical Garden nestled in a 

longleaf forest in one of Mobile’s most 

picturesque neighborhoods. In 2002, 

at the age of 72, Marion Drummond 

was hired as the Executive Director of 

the Mobile Botanical Gardens, where 

she worked until 2009.  Expect a 

warm welcome from the staff of the 

Mobile Botanical Garden  for a talk 

about the history of the garden then a 

walking tour of the Japanese Maple 

Garden, Kosahu Sawada Winter Gar-

den filled with early-blooming camel-

lia sasanqua’s, Herb Garden, and 

Founder’s Fragrance and Texture Gar-

den.  

 

Onward we go through the beautiful 

campus of Spring Hill College in route 

to Kimlich’s Patio & Garden Center. 

Spring Hill is the oldest Catholic col-

lege in the southeast founded in 1830, 

with tree lined streets of old live oaks, 

magnolias and azaleas.  The Zimlich 

family is celebrating 31 years of offer-

ing the highest quality plants and 

bulbs as well as distinctive garden 

ware and unique containers and bas-

kets.  In honor of our visit, Kimlich’s 

will host a demonstration on creating 

seasonal container gardens and pass-

on discounts for visitors from the land 

of “purple and gold”. The last stop of 

the day is the Hampton Inn in beauti-

ful downtown Fairhope, Alabama 

where we will spend the night. Fair-

hope has been recognized nationally 

and internationally for its environ-

mental stewardship, beauty and qual-

ity of life.  The Hampton Inn is in the 

heart of the city in walking distance 

to shops and restaurants.  Choose 

your favorite restaurant for dinner on 

your own! 

 

Day two starts with breakfast at the 

Hampton Inn and then a guided bus 

tour of Fairhope’s beautiful green 

spaces by the gardeners who grow, 

design and install the plantings down-

town.  The tour will also include a 

visit to the city greenhouses to see 

just how they grow tens of thousands 

of seasonal color plants. Then a short 

(Continued on page 8) 

GARDEN DESTINATIONS ALONG THE SHORES OF MOBILE BAY 

MOBILE  TO  FAIRHOPE MOBILE  TO  FAIRHOPE 
GARDEN DESTINATIONS ALONG THE SHORES OF MOBILE BAY 

Wed., NOV 9 – Thurs., NOV 10 Wed., NOV 9 – Thurs., NOV 10 
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HILLTOP THANKS ONE & ALL ! 
August 2, 2015 – August 1, 2016 

New and Renewing Members 
 

Live Oak $1,000 

Vallan Corbett 

  

Cypress $500-$999 

Catherine Coates, Judy and Tom Bidner, Deb and Ken 

McMillin, Cynthia Moran 

 

Magnolia $250-$499 

Barbara and Roby Bearden, Greater Oak Hills Civic 

Association, Jane Honeycutt, Iberville Terrace Home-

owners Association, Teresa Janezic, Susan and Rich-

ard Lipsey, Carol and Pete Newton, Judith Patrick, 

Terry Rehn, Terry Tuminello and Denise Van 

Schoyck 

 

Dogwood $100-$249 

Pat and Rodney Adams, Ashley Alberty, Pat Alford, 

B.J. and Paul Arceneaux, Linda and Brian Babin, 

Richard Babin, Sue Bartlett, Diane and Charles Brad-

ley, Claudia Brian, Leo Broders, Jr., Kenneth Burk, 

Elizabeth Clark, Roy Coats Jr., James and Travis Cole-

man, Maradee and Curtis Cryer, Jane and Jim 

Culpepper, Louis Curet, Brenda and Dave Davis, 

Patricia Day and Joseph Simmons, Michele Deshotels 

and Gill Gautreau, Melanie Drury, ExxonMobil Foun-

dation Matching Funds, Judy and Frank Foil, Wini-

fred Gill, Devera and Gerry Goss, Randy Harelson, 

Ava and Cordell Hayman, Pat Hollowell, Amy and 

Richard Hughes, Katherine Inzer, Michael Jimenez, 

Anne Reiley Jones, Ruth Kean, Ruth and Peter 

Kovacs, Brenda and Philip Legendre, Laura L’Heris-

son, Gayle Manda, Juliette Martin, Rick McDowell, 

Penny Miller, Dave Morgan, Neil Odenwald, Julie and 

Paul Orr, T.O. Perry, Salli and James Phillips, Gail 

Pryor, Lorice and Geoffrey Say, Sarah Schoeffler, Pam 

and Gerry Sulzer, Mary Tharp, Janice and Cornell 

Tramontana, Juliana Viator, Melanie and Craig 

Vitrano, Sharon and Chris Werner, Joanna Wurtele 

 

Azalea $50-$99 

Sissy and John Bateman, D’Ann and Glenn Blanton, 

Debbie Carbo, Charles Coates, Chet Coles, Commu-

nity Gardners, Patricia Cooper, Catherine Dabadie, 

Anne Dunn, Betty Dupont, Margo Eglin, Jon Emerson, 

Carolyn Englert, Jana Enicke, Noelie Ewing, Patricia 

Flint, Sandra and Jimmy Fox, Candace and David 

Gary, Diane Geheber, Mary Helen and William Hamil-

ton, Paulette Hargroder, Leigh Harris, Mary Elizabeth 

Hart, Melanie Hirschfeld, Margaret Humble, LaRue 

Jolly, Anne Reiley Jones, Arlene and Neil Kestner, 

Katherine King, Loice and Sterling Lacy, Stacy and 

Mark Larmeu, Diane Leche, James Meyer, Daniel 

Mulligan, Judy and Butch Noland, Misty Norman, 

Allen Owings, June Peay, Rose Marie and Jimmie 

Powell, Kellie Jolivette and Edward Prawitz, Dan 

Reed, Denise Sehring, Carolyn Stutts, Dianne Taylor, 

Sabrina Taylor, Margaret Vick, Christina Watts, Bar-

bara Weber, Donna Welch, Ann Whitmer, Anne and 

Bert Wilkins, Wayne Womack 

 

Violet $35-$49 

Thomas Aldrich, Daisy Aschehoug, Donald Ayo, 

Edith Babin, Kathy Baker, Betty Baldridge, Angie 

Balsam, Carly Balsam, Steve Bankston, Amy Bartell, 

Marie Baughman, Donna and Mike Belanger, Heather 

Bellanger, Jeff Bernard, Linda Beyt, Heather Blanch-

ard, Wanda and Michael Blanchard, Michael Bland-

ino, Mary Helen Borck, Ken Bosso, Joy Boudreaux, 

Douglas Bourgeois, Suzanne and Brad Bourgeois, 

Lindsay Bratton, Janie Braud, Barbara and Roger 

Breedlove, Brian Breen, Debra and Al Brignac, Jr., 

Susan and Larry Broussard, Julia and Michael Buck-

ner, Karolyn and William Bull, Kenny Byrd, Charity 

and David Caruthers, Helen Causey, Susan Chaisson, 

Lalitha and Srinivas Chalasani, Jane Chandler, George 

Clark, Ann Coco, J.B. Cogburn, Margaret Cox, Anne 

and Michael Craven, Sandra Crawford, Colette and 

Andy Dean, Laura Deavers, Joseph Delatte, Lindsey 

Delhommer, Kathleen Dieterich, Diana Dorroh, Brian 

Doyle, Staci Duhe, Larry Dunaway, Barbara Dunn, 

David Dupre, Delores Dyer, Brian Early, Robert East-

erly, Dick Ehrlicher, Sara Fenske, Laura and Thomas 

Fereday, Bridget and Cleve Franklin, David Franz, 

Karen French-Watson, Joanne and Charles Fryling, 

Andrea Galinski, Eva Galloway, Melissa Geci, Myra 

Gilchrist, Joann Goldsmith, Barbara Graphia, Amy 

Grassmann, Tyler Gray, Emily and John Grezaffi, 

Francis Guglielmo, Raven Guidry, Richard Guilott, 

Brian Hanchey, Diane and Bobby Hebert, John 

Hebert, Maureen Hebert, Kay Heinrich, Connie Hen-

derson, Lauren Hensgens, David Hinchee, Albert 

Hindrichs, Alison Hockman, Linda Hollis, John 

Hough, Dawn Houston, Wanda and Oscar Huh, Judith 

Hunter, Alexis Irby, Kay and Trent James, Loretta 

Jeter, Mary Anne Johnson, Mary R. Johnson, Chariklia 

Kapsali, Kara Kearney, Linnie Keller and Larry 

Reeves, Jessica Kemm, Frances Kershaw, Libby Klep-

pinger, Deborah Knapp, Brenda and David Kors, 

Sharon Lahaye, Firdous Laique, Glen Landry, Linda 

Landry, Holly Laperouse, Jeremy LaPeyrouse, Vicki 

Laplace, Josetta LeBeouf, Susan Lindig, Michelle 

Loftin, Lana Lorio, Diane Losavio, Chad Luttrell, 

Linda Mayers, John Mayronne, Sydney McBride, Nina 

McCune, Connie McMillin, David Monett, James 

Morrison, Nancy Morrison, Dot and Tommy 

Mounger, Melanie Newkome, Lydia Newman, Johnny 

Norris, Mary Norris, Cammie and David Norwood, 

Patrick O’Connor, Mary Parent, Judith Patrick, Kathy 

and Charles Perilloux, Gretchen Petersen, Cindy Pe-

terson, Anito and Elmo Petitjean, Mary Poole, Suz-

anne Poole, Kerry Puig, Alvin Raetzsch, Kathleen 

Randall, Jill Rehn, Alison and Ruffin Rodrigue, Jr., 

Patrick Ruth, Shannon Sandifer, Betty Schroeder, 

Susan Sharp, Roby Shields, Lorene Smith, Heather 

Speizman, Emily Stich, Dan Strecker, Elizabeth and 

Charles Sumrall, Miriam Suvari, Faye Talbot, Gunjan 

and Dev Tati, Victoria Tenbrink, Charlene Thompson, 

Ann Trousdale, Lauren Tucker, Susan and Thomas 

Van Biersel, Catherine and James VanHook, Debbie 

Vidrine, Zefferino Von Kurnatowski, David Wade, 

Robin Wagner, Lucy and Charles Walker, Debbie 

Wamsley, Janice and Thomas Waterman, Nick Wat-

son, Elaine and William Webster, Patricia and Charles 

Weigel, Babette Werner, Lisa Westfall, James Wilkins, 

Dorothy Wood, Virginia and Charles Yarbrough 

 

Memorial Contributions 

 

For Ruth Carville: Anne and Walter Legett 

 

For Paula Dillemuth: Tracey and Dave Banowetz, 

Donna and Mike Belanger, Douglas Bourgeois, Clau-

dia Brian, Leo Broders, Jr., Susan and Larry Brous-

sard, Lyna and Bob Buckley, Susan Bueche, Dale 

Campau, Jeffrey Carbo, Georgeann Chaffee, Linda 

Clark, Beverly and Dudley Coates, Catherine Coates, 

Peggy and Charles Coates, Jr., Country Day School, 

Sandra Crawford, Bernadette and Winston Day, 

Colette and Andy Dean, Mark Dillemuth, Jacalyn 

Duncan, Betty Dupont, Bret Elderd, ExxonMobil 

Foundation Matching Funds, Jenne Farr, Mary and 

Paul Fitch, Judy and Frank Foil, Lori and Matthew 

Foy, Mark Fugler, June and John Gonce, Linda Green, 

Martha and John Halbrook, Alice Hankla, Randy Har-

elson, Julia Hawkins, Janet and Dick Hearin, Barbara 

and Bill Holden, Linda Hollis, Holly Holwager, Jane 

Honeycutt, Kay and Trent James, Teresa Janezic, John 

Johnson, Bryan Jones, Keep Baton Rouge Beautiful, 

Inc., Arlene Kestner, Lake/Flato Architects, Inc., Char-

lotte Lancaster, Lanne Legett, Helen Levy, Renee and 

Paul Major, Julie and Paul Orr, Laura Oubre, Judith 

Patrick, Phares Hilltop Farms, Jeremy Pitts, Robert 

Rackley, Terry Rehn, Tina Reid, Cary Saurage, Louis 

Soileau, Glenn and Gene Sotile, Pam Sulzer, Karla 

Swacker, Cathy and Alan Troy, Evie Voyles, Maud 

Walsh, Kelly Ward, Nancy Ward, Jesse Weber, B.J. 

White, Beverly Wilson 

 

For Joeldean Israel: Allyson and Thomas Cunning-

ham 

 

For Lynda Perry: Joanne Appleby, Sissy and John 

Bateman, Elizabeth Burns, Carol Calhoun, John 

Caruthers, Katharine Caruthers, Beverly and Dudley 

Coates, Catherine Coates, Ann Coco, Joan and Gere 

Covert, Louis Curet, Dobbs-Stanford Corporation, Mr. 

and Mrs. S. P. Gibbens, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Fred Gowdy, 

George Grammer, Mary Howell, Barbara Hughes, 

Mary and Cheney Joseph, Jo Ellen Kearny, Eunice and 

Arlo Landolt, Anne and Walter Legett, Betty Lowry 

and Bill Bigner, Earl McLendon, Andrienne and Jim 

Moore, Judy and Butch Noland, Marsha Nordstrom, 

Ruth and John Pace, Joanie and Allen Penniman, Ann 

Reilly, Josephine Salter, Dorothy Scobee, Donna and 

Arthur Sterling, Louise and Steven Taff, John White 

 

For Daniel St. Dizier: Oak Hills Lake Development 

Association 

 

For Randall Stevenson: Oak Hills Lake Development 

Association 

 

Corporate Membership 

Goss Wealth Management 

 

Matching Gifts 

Albermarle Corporation, ExxonMobil Foundation 

 

Annual Appeal 

John Amato, Heather Bellanger, Judith Betts, Claudia 

Brian, Katherine Castle, Beverly and Dudley Coates, 

Charles Coates, Jr., Vallan Corbett, Louis Curet, Peggy 

Duerr, Dick Ehrlicher, Judy and Frank Foil, Helen and 

Dudley Fricke, Margaret and Peter Gunness, Janet and 

Dick Hearin, Melanie Hirschfeld, Margaret Humble, 

Mary and Cheney Joseph, Loice and Sterling Lacy, 

Helen Levy, Juliette Martin, Deb and Ken McMillin, 

Josephine Nixon, Sarala Palliyath, Brandon Parlange, 

Terry Rehn, Alma and H. N. Saurage, Jr., Thomas 

Family Fund, Janice and Cornell Tramontana, John 

Turner and Jerry Fischer 

  

Donations 

For Bartram Project: Anonymous, National Society of 

Colonial Dames of America in the State of LA 

 

For Junior Master Gardener Program: East Baton 

Rouge Master Gardener Association 

 

General: Almar Foundation, Mary Catherine Calla-

way, Catherine Coates, Laura Courter, Colette and 

Andy Dean, William Dejean, Stacy and Robert Dille, 

Judy and Frank Foil, Here Today Gone Tomorrow, Pat 

Hollowell, Mrs. John Manda, Sarah Schoeffler, Sierra 

Club Delta Chapter, Tangipahoa Parish Master Gar-

dener Association, Carol and Donald Thibodeaux, 

Thomas Family Fund, West Baton Rouge Garden and 

Civic Club 

 

Garden Tour Sponsorships 

Goss Wealth Management 

 

Garden Tour Hosts 

Fall 2015: Vickie and Jay Brooks, Michael Ann and 

Grady Crawford, Kim and Mark Morgan, Virginia and 

Charles Yarbrough 

 

Spring 2016: Tricia Day and Joe Simmons, Monique 

and Brent Evans, Sharon and Chris Werner, Virginia 

and Charles Yarbrough 
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Entertaining at Hilltop 
We are so excited you are considering the LSU Hilltop 

Arboretum for a small gathering, corporate event, family 

party or wedding! Our award-winning facility designed 

by Lake|Flato Architects of San Antonio, Texas include 

beautiful views of nature and a pond with an elevated 

wooden boardwalk surrounded by Louisiana aquatic 

plantings. 
 

The Imo Brown Complex includes: 
 

• Cherry Owens Library — a small meeting room 

• Margaret Holmes Brown Pavilion — a covered open-

air space 

• Beverly Brown Coates Auditorium — a climate-

controlled, multi-purpose space 

• Bert Turner Courtyard – a gathering space, connect-

ing the pavilion to the auditorium 
 

We invite you to review the Facility Rental Information, 

Policies and Registration Form and the Facility Layout 

Plan online at www.lsu.edu/hilltop to determine if Hill-

top is a venue you would like to consider for your special 

event. Our Event Coordinator, Amy Hughes can answer 

any questions you may have about Hilltop's facility and 

can assist you with planning your event and completing 

your registration forms.  To schedule an appointment 

with us call 225-767-6916 or email hilltop@lsu.edu 

T 

he Swamp Lily, Crinum americanum, is native in a few north Louisiana parishes and several 

south Louisiana parishes, including St. Helena, Livingston, and Ascension, but not in East Baton 

Rouge Parish.  Still, it works well here in rain gardens, bogs, and edges of ponds.  Its large, fragrant, 

white flower has six narrow petals.  Two to six flowers are borne on each stem. Stems may be two to 

three feet tall.  It may bloom from June through fall.  It 

grows from a bulb and has long, strappy leaves that are 

two to three feet in length and two to three inches wide.  

The leaves maintain their nice form after blooming.  Its 

native habitat is freshwater swamps, marshes, ditches, 

and lake edges.  American Crinum is not picky about 

sun or soil and will bloom even in deep shade. It does 

not have to be constantly wet.  In winter, it freezes to the 

ground or to the water level, and then new leaves 

quickly emerge.  American Crinum is a nectar source for 

hummingbirds. 

 

The Capital Area Native Plant Society works in the 

Greater Baton Rouge Area to provide a variety of oppor-

tunities for people to learn about the value and beauty of 

native plants in landscaping and in 

natural habitats.   

 

Please visit their web site at  

canps.weebly.com 
 

Article by  

Helen Peebles, CANPS    

Swamp Lily 
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Monday, NOV 21 – Tuesday, NOV 22 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 

$50 Members/$85 Non-Members 

Non-Member Rate Includes Annual Membership 

 

J unior Master Gardener (JMG) is a get your hands in 

the dirt program developed by the University Coop-

erative Extension Network that introduces young gar-

deners (ages 7-10) to the fun, art and science of garden-

ing. Your children will be “digging” the hands-on gar-

den projects, gardening crafts, container herb garden, 

and hikes to collect treasures from nature on the beau-

tiful grounds of the LSU Hilltop Arboretum. Children 

that complete the fall “Thanksgiving” week camp will 

earn a Junior Master Gardener leaf and rain drop chap-

ter pins.  Nutritious snacks will be provided through-

out the day. Parents will provide a brown bag lunch 

and drink. Online Registration (www.lsu.edu/hilltop) 

or call 225-767-6916 or email hilltop@lsu.edu. 

 

 

JMG is offered three times a year: in the fall (two-day 

Thanksgiving Camp), spring (two-day Easter Camp) 

and summer (third week of June) from 9am-1pm. The 

Louisiana Master Gardeners of East Baton Rouge Par-

ish provide financial and volunteer support for the 

program. 

FALL GARDENING CAMP 

(Continued from page 5) 

scenic drive will take us to the charming community of Magnolia Springs.  

Central to this community is the river – today the Magnolia River remains the 

only river route mail delivery in the continental United States. The narrow 

lanes and shaded streets, lined with gracious homes and well-tended gar-

dens, present an appealing presentation of southern life. Lunch will be 

served at Jessie’s Restaurant – it’s building has been a Magnolia Springs tradi-

tion for over 75 years, opening as Moore Bros Store in 1922. After lunch we 

will travel south to the Weeks Bay Reserve Interpretative Center and take a 

short walk on the board walk to 

the bay with views of fall wild-

flowers showing off their colors.  

 

On the return trip to Baton 

Rouge you can watch the sunset 

on Mobile Bay as we travel along 

Hwy 1 to Fair Hope before catch-

ing the interstate westward 

bound. Special thanks to Brenda 

Davis who grew up in Magnolia 

Springs, and Christina Watts a 

longtime resident of Mobile for 

lending us a helping hand in 

planning the trip! 

Double Occupancy:  

Members $250 & Non-Members $285 

 

Single Occupancy:  

Members $295 & Non-Members $330 

 

All-inclusive except for dinner  

on your own in Fairhope! 

 

Non-member rates include  

annual membership! 

 

For additional info call 225-767-6916 

or email hilltop@lsu.edu 

MOBILE  TO  FAIRHOPE 

(Continued from page 2) 

ing this evolving problem that we 

all need to be aware of.   

 

I am looking forward to seeing you 

at the Plantfest Teaser on Sunday 

September 18 where Allen Owings 

will be speaking. Hodge Podge has 

been hard at work in propagating 

and purchasing a large variety of 

plants suited to our environment 

for Plantfest On October 1-2. 

 

The events of this year demonstrate 

the importance of our mission at 

Hilltop. All of you please visit and 

participate. 

 

See you at Hilltop!   

 

Terry Rehn  
 

Message From Our 
President... 
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W 

ithout a doubt, Baton 
Rouge has some of 

the most beautiful public 
gardens in the state of Lou-
isiana! On Sunday, Novem-
ber 6th from 1-5pm, Hill-
top’s fall garden tour will 
feature our place of course 
the LSU Hilltop Arboretum 
(1), Cohn Arboretum (2), Bo-
tanic Garden at Independ-
ence Park (3) and Windrush 
Gardens (4).  Each garden 
has a unique history, mis-
sion, design, plant collec-
tions and plans for their fu-
ture development.  This will 
be the perfect opportunity to 
see all the gardens in the fall 
season and learn more about 

each one from the staff and 
volunteers that will be out 
and about.  
 
Live music and refreshments 
will be served at the LSU 
Hilltop Arboretum through-
out the tour.  Plants and 
other garden items will be 
available for sale at some of 
the gardens during the after-

noon of the tour, which will 
be a fundraiser for each fa-
cility. 
 
We are most grateful to 
BREC and Burden Museum 
and Gardens for partnering 
with Hilltop to bring you 
this very special event.  You 
will be able to start the tour 
at any of the four gardens 
featured.  In October, you 
can visit www.lsu.edu/
hilltop for garden descrip-
tions, tour map, tickets ($20) 
for students (with ID) $10.  
Tickets will also be sold at 
each garden the day of the 
tour. 

DISCOVER OUR GREEN 

(4) 

Baton Rouge Public Gardens on Tour 
 

Sunday, NOV 6, 1:00 – 5:00 pm 

(3) 

(1) 

(2) 
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FRIENDS OF 
HILLTOP ARBORETUM 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

OFFICERS 
 

President 
Terry Rehn 

 

Vice Presidents 

Susan Turner 
Chris Werner 

 

Treasurer 

Mark Goodson 
 

Secretary 

Teri Rome 
 

Members 
Linda Babin 

Van Cox 
Michele Deshotels 

Cat Marshall 
Kevin Risk 

Chery Stromeyer 
Terry Tuminello 

 

Standing Member 
Mark Boyer 

 

STAFF 
 

Executive Director 
Peggy Davis Coates  

 

Administrative Assistant 
Amy Hughes 

 

Financial Advisor 
Heather Belanger 

 

Site Advisor 
Paul Orr 

 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 

Dudley Coates 
Colette Dean 
Dick Hearin 

Richard Lipsey 
Pete Newton 

Neil Odenwald 
T. O. Perry 

 
NEWSLETTER EDITORS 

 

Peggy Davis Coates 
Steve Mumford 

 

DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
htanews@earthlink.net  

 

WEBMASTERS 
Deb McMillin 
Amy Hughes 

 

FACEBOOK 
Christina Watts 

 

ON THE WEB AT: 
www.lsu.edu/hilltop 

  

William Bartram’s Louisiana Trail 
2017 Biennial Conference 

  
Friday, March 24 

Opening Reception 
Magnolia Mound Plantation 
Wine and Cheese Reception 

William Bartram Marker Dedication 
Period Dancing by  

LA Vintage Dancers 
Magnolia Mound Plantation Tours 

 
Saturday, March 25 

Conference Venue 
East Baton Rouge Parish  

Main Library 
 

 

Panel Presentations 
West Florida History 

Natural History 
Art and Literature 

Bartram Trail Conference Heritage 
 

Evening Banquet  
with Keynote Speaker 

 
Sunday, March 26 

LSU Hilltop Arboretum 
Tree Stroll and Brunch 

 

Pointe Coupee Tour 
St. Francis Chapel and  
Historic LeJeune Home 

   

William Bartram’s Louisiana Trail 

-2017 Biennial Conference- 

On March 24-26, 2017 the Friends of Hilltop Arboretum will host a conference in partner-

ship with the Bartram Trail Conference in Baton Rouge at the EBRP Public Main Library on 

Goodwood Blvd.  The program will focus on William Bartram’s travels in Louisiana in 1775.  

See the program below and STAY TUNED for more information about the conference, regis-

tration and field trips. 

 

The spring edition of “The Traveller” a southeastern regional newsletter of the Bartram Trail 
Conference is now online with an article about the commemoration of the 240th anniversary 
of naturalist William Bartram’s visit to Louisiana in 1775.  Please use this link http://www.
bartramtrail.org/resources/Documents/2016_a.pdf  to read all about the opening reception, 
dedication of five historical markers, project partners and the special closing event that fea-
tured Founding Gardeners author Andrea Wulf.  

 
SAVE THE DATE 
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Landscape for Life:  
How to Harness Nature’s 

Power to Create a Healthy, 
Beautiful Home Landscape 

 

Landscape for Life is an educa-
tion program that teaches 
homeowners how to holisti-
cally work with nature in a gar-
den of any size and location to 
create a sustainable design. 
Conventional gardens often 
work against nature.  They can 
damage the environment’s abil-
ity to clean air and water, re-

duce flooding, combat climate 
change, and provide all the 
other natural benefits that sup-
port life on earth – including 
us! 
 
The symposium will feature 
speakers who developed the 
Landscape for Life program in 
partnership with the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center and 
the United States Botanic Gar-
den using the principles of 
SITES, one of the most com-
prehensive rating systems used 

for developing sustainable 
landscapes. 

What Our Friends  

Are Doing 
 

Burden Horticulture  
Society 

 

For additional information: 

psm0203@bellsouth.net 

[225] 927-8459 

  

REFLECTIONS IN THE GARDEN 

1ST Mondays at Burden 

Conference Center 

Noon – 1pm 

 

Corn Maze Saturdays 

Oct 8, 15, 22, 5am – 5pm 

 

Night Maze and Bonfire 

Oct 29, 10am – 9pm 

 
 

Capital Area 
Native Plant Society 

 
For additional information: 

canpsbr@gmail.com 

 

Sept 18, 4-6m 

Native Plant Propagation 

Create Memories at Hilltop 
 

P 

lease consider supporting Hilltop through our Emory Smith Tribute Program.  

This program will allow you to recognize a friend, a loved one, or an organiza-

tion through a gift to the Arboretum.  Gifts support the on-going work of Friends of 

Hilltop Arboretum, and help us improve and develop our beautiful 14 acre property 

along historic Highland Rd. Acknowledgment letters are sent to the donor and to 

the gift recipient or their family.  All gift amounts are confidential.  The donor and 

the recipient will be recognized in the Hilltop newsletter.  Please contact Hilltop 

Arboretum for more information at 767-6916 or hilltop@lsu.edu 

2017 Annual Symposium 
Stay Tuned for January Date and Details! 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

The Hilltop Gift Shop will be joined by specialty plant and 
craft vendors to meet all the needs of gardeners and their gar-
dens.  We offer a membership incentive that adds up to 20% 
in savings on plants purchased during the two days of the 
sale. 
 
One week prior to the sale, check the website (www.lsu.edu/
hilltop) for a list of the plants being offered at PLANTFEST! 
 

PLANTFEST!   2016 



Friends of Hilltop Arboretum 
P.O. Box 82608 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
 

Phone: (225) 767-6916 
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~ What’s ahead in 2016 and a peak at next year ~ 

HILLTOP CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Sun, Sept, 18, 1-4pm 

PLANTFEST TEASER 

Featuring Allen Owings 

 

Tues, Sept 27, 6:30pm 

Native Plants Attract Native 

Pollinators: Gardening for 

Butterflies 

Featuring Ken Bosso, CANPS 

 

OCTOBER 
 

Sat, Oct 1 – Sun, Oct 2 

PLANTFEST! 

 

Tues, Oct 25, 6:30pm 

Explore Nature: LA Hiking Club, 

Bayou Haystackers Paddling Club and 

Paddle BR 

 

Sun, Oct 30, 2-4pm 

The Natural World of Winnie-the-

Pooh presentation and book signing, 

featuring Kathryn Aalto 

 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

Sun, Nov 6, 1-5pm 

Fall Garden Tour 

DISCOVER OUR GREEN: 

Baton Rouge Public Garden Tour 

 

Wed, Nov 9 - Thurs, Nov 10 

Fall Garden Trip 

Mobile to Fairhope: Garden 

Destinations Along the Shores of Mo-

bile Bay 

 

Mon, Nov 21 - Tues, Nov 22,  

9am - 1pm  

JMG Fall Gardening Camp 

 

Tues, Nov 29, 6:30pm 

The Cajun Prairie 

Featuring Malcolm Vidrine, Ph.D. 

 

DECEMBER 

 

Tues, Dec 6, 12 noon 

Annual Meeting 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2017 

 

Landscape for Life 

Annual Symposium 

TBA 

 

Tues, Jan 24, 6:30pm 

Get connected:  

Naturalist and “Nature” Apps 

With Matthew Herron, BREC 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

Fri, Mar 24 – Sun, March 26 

William Bartram’s Louisiana Trails 

Conference in Baton Rouge 

 

 


