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LSU Inter-Institutional Biological and  

Recombinant DNA Safety Committee (IBRDSC) 
 

Policy: Recombinant DNA and Biohazard Incident Reporting 
 
Adopted April 26, 2012 

 
All University personnel (Louisiana State University A&M and the Louisiana 

AgCenter) are required to report incidents (spills) and exposures (inhalation, 
inoculation, ingestion or skin contact) involving recombinant DNA (rDNA) or 

biohazards to the LSU Office of Environmental Health and Safety (EHS).  The 
EHS after review by the LSU Inter-Institutional Biological and Recombinant 

DNA Safety Committee (IBRDSC) must report these incidents to the National 
Institutes of Health, Office of Biotechnology Activities (NIH OBA). This policy 

describes this requirement and the appropriate process. 
 

Responsibilities 

 
(1) University personnel involved in the incident will immediately report 

 the incident to their Principal Investigator and the Office of 
 Environmental Health and Safety (immediately means by the end of the work 

 shift at the latest): 

 
 Office of Environmental Health & Safety (EHS) 

 Copy & Mail Center 

 Corner of South Stadium Drive and CEBA Lane 
 225-578-5640 OR 

 
 Gregory Hayes, DrPH 

 Biological Safety Manager 
 Phone: 225-578-4658 

 Fax: 225-578-7489 
 ghayes@lsu.edu 

 

Quinesha Morgan, PhD 

Biological Safety Coordinator 
Phone:  225-578-4235 

Fax:  225-578-7489 
qperry2@lsu.edu 

(2) University personnel will also complete the LSU/NIH incident Reporting 

 Form located on the EHS web site at: 
 https://sites01.lsu.edu/wp/ehs/biological-safety/ 

  
(3)  The report will be provided to the Institutional Biosafety Committee 

 (IBRDSC) for review. 

 
(4) Following review by the IBRDSC the biosafety manager will submit the 

 report to NIH on behalf of the University. Copies of the incident report 
 will be provided to the LSU A&M Vice Chancellor of Research and 
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 Economic Development, AgCenter Vice Chancellor & Director Louisiana 

 Agricultural Experimental Stations, and the Chair of the Department 
 involved. 

 
Reportable Incidents  

 
(1) Spills or accidents in a BSL2 laboratory resulting in an overt exposure, 

 injury or illness of personnel, including bites/exposures to animals 
 intentionally infected with RG2 agents or potential zoonotic diseases. 

 
(2) Spills or accidents in a BSL3 laboratory resulting in an overt potential 

 exposure, injury or illness of personnel, including bites/exposures to 
 animals intentionally infected with RG3 agents or potential zoonotic 

 diseases. 
 

(3) Release of a Risk Group 2 or 3 agent / genetic material from a primary 

 containment device (e.g., biological safety cabinet, centrifuge, or 
 primary container into the laboratory) 

 
(4) Spills or accidents that lead to personal injury or illness or breach of 

 containment (e.g., aerosols released outside of containment, skin 
 punctures with needles containing Risk Group 2 or 3 agents or genetic 

 material from these agents). 
 

(5) Failure to adhere to the containment and biosafety practices described 
 in the NIH Guidelines. 

 
 

TimeLines and Authority: 
 

 Institutional incident reporting to NIH  

 
 Section IV-B-2-b-(7). Reporting any significant problems with or 

 violations of the NIH Guidelines and any significant research-related 
 accidents or illnesses to the appropriate institutional official and 

 NIH/OBA within 30 days, unless the Institutional Biosafety Committee 
 determines that a report has already been filed by the Principal 

 Investigator. Reports to NIH/OBA shall be sent to the Office of 
 Biotechnology Activities, National Institutes of Health, 6705 Rockledge 

 Drive, Suite 750, MSC 7985, Bethesda, MD 20892-7985 (20817 for 
 non-USPS mail), 301-496-9838, 301-496-9839 (fax). 
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 Appendix G-II-B-2-k. Spills and accidents which result in overt 

 exposures to organisms containing recombinant DNA molecules are 
 immediately reported to the Institutional Biosafety Committee and 

 NIH/OBA. 
 

Form Attached: 
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